
Ida Schönfeldt 
Swedish Transport  
Administration 
 
Sofia Perä 
County Administrative 
Board of Norrbotten 

 

Making the change in the life of riverine species - 

removal of 300 barriers in northern Sweden   
 



Remibar  – Remediation of barriers in streams 

  Our region in Sweden 

  Problems  

  Cooperation and synergies 

  Our actions 

  Monitoring of results 

 



Northern Sweden  

– a valuable area for many 
species 



Illustrator: Linnie Lodestål 

Fresh water pearl mussel is a threatened 
species that indicates ecologically valuable 
streams. 

Salmon and brown trout needs to migrate 
between spawning, breeding and feeding 
areas. 

Vertical barriers of 20 cm makes 
total stop for the bullhead. 

50 otters are killed in traffic every year. 
The total population is approximately 
2000-3000 animals. 

Target species 



Core area for fresh water pearl mussel 
(Margaritifera margaritifera) 

Photo: Andreas Broman, Ecocinclus 



Small streams – 
high values 



Approximately 20 000 
culverts and bridges in total 
 
30% are migration barriers 
  





Approximately 2500 dams in total 
 
50% are migration barriers 

 
 



Photo: Fredrik Broman, www.humanspectra.com 



Cooperation gives increased 
benefit for nature 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Swedish Transport        
Administration 

 County Administrative Board of 
Norrbotten 

 County Administrative Board of 
Västerbotten 

 Swedish forest Agency 
 Swedish Agency for Marine and 

Water Management 
 SCA (forest company) 
 HOLMEN (forest company) 
 Sveaskog (forest company) 

 
 



Our project sites 
304 migration 
barriers 
175 removed today 
(58%) 

Ängesån 

Råneälven 

Varjisån 

Sävarån 

Lögdeälven 



Synergies 

   Coordination of measures 

   Increased benefit for nature 

   Exchange of experience 

   More objects are restored 

 



Information  

Demonstration sites 

Website 

Leaflets/brochures 

Excursions and seminars 

Short movie 



Before and after 

Photo: Fredrik Broman, www.humanspectra.com 



Easy work – we just 
put them in place 

Photo: Tomas Öberg. www.naturinorr.se 



Before and after 



Before and after 



Before and after 





Monitoring of results 



Tracking on snow 







More information about the project on 
our website and in our brochure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
www.trafikverket.se/remibar 

 
 
 



Thank you for listening! 


